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tion at hand to whom she can appeal for protection,
her condition is deplorably sad.
A man may divorce his wife in a fit of anger and
receive her back the next day if he so desire; this
may occur twice, but if he pronounces the fatal words
" I divorce thee " three times the divorced wife may
not be taken back till she has been married to another
man for a time and he also has divorced her ; then her
former husband may marry her again if he wishes.
This is one of the good (?) laws of Mohammed the
Prophet, and needs no comment.
When a woman is divorced the husband can claim
the children if he desires; if not, the wife is allowed
to retain them. Should she marry again the poor
children are often left to look after themselves as
best they can. As a rule the new husband does not
wish to bear the expense of the children belonging to
his wife's former husband. If, however, he should
consent, and the two families are brought up together,
the result is generally not conducive to peace of
mind. One of our servants in Mosul had a little boy
five years of age; having divorced the boy's mother,
he looked about for another wife, and finally selected
one who had already been divorced and was the
mother of a boy four years old. The two boys now
live together, and are a fruitful source of friction
between husband and wife. A short time ago the
mother came to our compound early in the morning
looking dishevelled and angry, saying that her hus-
band had turned her out of the house at midnight,
refusing to admit her again. On inquiring into the
matter we found that the root of the quarrel lay
in the fact that the man was jealous of his wife's
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